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IRACDA 

SABER Scholars Library 

 

The SABER Scholars Library is a collection of critical readings and 

sample materials to support the professional development of SABER 

Scholars. Mentors seek to provide scholars with articles, web links, 

reference books, sample teaching materials, and other professional 

resources to enhance your teaching and research skills and to advance 

career development.  
 

Articles, books, websites you recommend? 

Share them by contacting John Gomez, PhD, at jpgomez@ollusa.edu. 

 

 

CAREER ADVICE – LIFE IN ACADEMIA 
TOPICS: 

• Monthly Sources. Check Back Regularly. 

• Articles – Publishing and Research Activity 

• Articles – Professional Skills 

• Articles – Daily Life in Academia 

• Articles – Career Development and Relationships 

 

 

 

MONTHLY  

SOURCES 

Check Back Regularly  
 

Series of REPORTS: The Early-Career Scholar 

Author: Chronicle of Higher Education 

Topic: Advice for new Ph.D.s on managing the initial years of an academic career. 

LINK: https://www.chronicle.com/specialreport/The-Early-Career-Scholar/223?cid=RCPACKAGE 

 

TITLE: Transitioning From a Postdoc to a Tenure-Track Position 

Author: Stephen J. Aguilar   

Published: May 29, 2018 

Topic: In a series of monthly pieces for Inside Higher Ed, I will focus on how I navigate the tenure 

process from start to finish.  

LINK: https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2018/05/29/advice-those-hoping-move-postdoc-tenure-

track-position-opinion?utm_source=Inside+Higher+Ed&utm_campaign=77b96c960d-

CI20180104_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1fcbc04421-77b96c960d-

197800013&mc_cid=77b96c960d&mc_eid=dbdcee20ba 

 

 

 

 

ARTICLES – Publishing and 

Research Activity 
 

 

TITLE: 5 Complaints Academics Have About Their Editors 
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Author: Rachel Toor     

Published: October 07, 2018 

Topic: Based on my years on both sides of the table, in publishing and then as a professor myself, here 

are five common complaints from writers about the publishing process: 

LINK: https://www.chronicle.com/article/5-Complaints-Academics-

Have/244733?cid=at&utm_source=at&utm_medium=en&elqTrackId=acb615ae0edc49c594ef7ed

b008bc9a8&elq=29dabb76654a47c5b6ad610c8d3358c4&elqaid=20902&elqat=1&elqCampaignI

d=9889  

 

TITLE: Steps to maintain an active research agenda: Advice for the Community College Scholar 

Author: Sean Gerrity   

Published: February 21, 2019 

Topic: Sean Gerrity suggests five steps to take to maintain an active research agenda. 

LINK: https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2019/02/21/how-community-college-professors-can-best-

pursue-active-research-agenda-

opinion?utm_source=Inside+Higher+Ed&utm_campaign=66bdc3c6bf-

CareersInsider_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1fcbc04421-66bdc3c6bf-

197800013&mc_cid=66bdc3c6bf&mc_eid=dbdcee20ba  

 

 

 

 

ARTICLES – 

Professional Skills 
 

 

TITLE: 10 Tips on How to Write Less Badly 

Author: Michael C. Munger     

Published: September 06, 2010 

Topic: Most academics, including administrators, spend much of our time writing. But we aren't as good 

at it as we should be. 

LINK: https://www.chronicle.com/article/10-Tips-on-How-to-Write-Less/124268  

 

TITLE: Advice on Advising: How to Mentor Minority Students 

Author: Shampa Biswas 

Published: March 13, 2019 

Topic: Based on my (continuing) experiences on this front, I offer the following lessons I’ve learned. I 

hope they will be of value to all faculty members, but especially to those who disproportionately 

take on the responsibilities of advising minority students. 

LINK: https://www.chronicle.com/article/Advice-on-Advising-How-

to/245870?cid=wb&utm_source=wb&utm_medium=en&cid=wb  

  

 

 

 

ARTICLES –  

Daily Life in Academia 
 

 

TITLE: Warning Signs That You and Your Campus Are a Bad Fit 
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Author: Manya Whitaker    

Published: September 19, 2018 

Topic: Whatever your rank, fit is a key factor that should guide your stay-or-go decision. Here are some 

ideas on what you can do to improve the fit where you are.  

LINK: https://www.chronicle.com/article/Warning-Signs-That-You-

and/244548?cid=at&utm_source=at&utm_medium=en&elqTrackId=ca2aefe716554211821bb83398c86473&elq=1cf

9acd5e93e42ba8f0bdd0a51d7def2&elqaid=20654&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=9732 

 

TITLE: The Best and Worst Part of Being a Professor: Students 

Author: Audrey Williams June 

Published: September 30, 2018 

Topic: Nearly 1,000 professors across the country responded to questions that asked what they liked best 

and least about their work and how respected they felt by students, administrators, and people in 

the community. 

LINK: https://www.chronicle.com/article/The-BestWorst-Part-of/244669  

 

TITLE: The Awakening: Women and Power in the Academy 

Author: Chronicle Review, Chronicle of Higher Education 

Published: 2018 

Topic: Over the past few months, amid mounting revelations of sexual harassment, The Chronicle 

Review asked presidents and adjuncts, scientists and humanists, senior scholars and junior 

professors to take on the theme of women and power in academe. Here are their responses. 

LINK: https://www.chronicle.com/interactives/the-awakening?cid=cp233 

 

TITLE: What Faculty Members Think (They Worry About Discrimination) 

Author: Colleen Flaherty   

Published: March 5, 2019 

Topic: Major survey shows that professors worry about discrimination but aren't prepared to deal with 

classroom conflicts over diversity. Other findings touch on mentoring, pay, and politics. 

LINK: https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2019/03/05/major-survey-shows-professors-worry-about-

discrimination-arent-prepared-deal  

 

 

 

ARTICLES –  

Career Development and 

Relationships 

 
 

TITLE: The Baby Penalty 

Author: Mary Ann Mason  

Published: August 05, 2013 

Topic: Women pay a "baby penalty" over the course of their academic careers—from the uncertain 

graduate-school years to the pressure cooker of tenure, through the long midcareer march, and 

finally to retirement.  

LINK: https://www.chronicle.com/article/The-Baby-Penalty/140813  

 

TITLE: Networking: Just Do It 

Author: Stephen J. Aguilar   
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Published: June 28, 2018 

Topic: Even if up until now you haven’t done it, even if you find it insufferable, even if you think you’re 

awkward, even if you secretly believe that you’re somehow above it argues Stephen J. Aguilar, do 

it and open yourself up to the possibilities that follow. 

LINK: http://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2018/06/28/getting-past-common-obstacles-effective-

networking-early-tenure-track-

opinion?utm_source=Inside+Higher+Ed&utm_campaign=f4e72a43da-

WNU_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1fcbc04421-f4e72a43da-

197800013&mc_cid=f4e72a43da&mc_eid=dbdcee20ba 

 

TITLE: The Psychology of Networking 

Author: Joseph Barber 

Published: October 1, 2018 

Topic: Joseph Barber recommends some best practices for introverts. 

LINK: https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2018/10/01/viewing-networking-psychological-

perspective?utm_source=Inside+Higher+Ed&utm_campaign=c3e8a6f743-

CareersInsider_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1fcbc04421-c3e8a6f743-

197800013&mc_cid=c3e8a6f743&mc_eid=dbdcee20ba  

 

TITLE: The Joy of Kids for the Teacher-Scholar 

Author: Kyle Sebastian Vitale 

Published: January 9, 2019 

Topic: Kids and academic life complement and enrich each other in lovely, unexpected ways, writes Kyle 

Sebastian Vitale. 

LINK: http://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2019/01/09/benefits-academic-work-having-children-

opinion?utm_source=Inside+Higher+Ed&utm_campaign=e160f891d1-

WNU_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1fcbc04421-e160f891d1-

197800013&mc_cid=e160f891d1&mc_eid=dbdcee20ba  

 

TITLE: Self-Care (for Faculty Members) for the New Year 

Author: Deborah J. Cohan 

Published: January 17, 2019 

Topic: Something is seriously lost when we as academics can’t connect back to ourselves, the world and 

what truly matters, writes Deborah J. Cohan. 

LINK: http://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2019/01/17/professor-gives-advice-colleagues-starting-

new-year-self-care-opinion?utm_source=Inside+Higher+Ed&utm_campaign=25644dfd39-

WNU_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1fcbc04421-25644dfd39-

197800013&mc_cid=25644dfd39&mc_eid=dbdcee20ba  

 

TITLE: What I Learned as I Was Leaving Higher Education 

Author: Beth Godbee   

Published: January 16, 2019 

Topic: Beth Godbee shares three responses that surprised her when she announced her decision to depart 

higher ed after being at her institution for seven years and having just earned tenure and 

promotion.  

LINK: http://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2019/01/16/professor-describes-what-surprised-her-when-

she-announced-she-was-leaving-

academe?utm_source=Inside+Higher+Ed&utm_campaign=25644dfd39-
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